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and is supposed to be a fiction of the Christians. Bentley1 had reason to wonder at the negligence of that critickj who did not know that the epistle was still preserved: and he adds, that there is no cause to believe the letter not to be genuine, as there are passages in the Dialogues themselves as favourable to the Christian opinions, as any thing in this epistle. The passage, which those Fathers cite, is at the end of the letter, and has indeed much the air of a forgery. I do not know any passages in the Dialogues2 equally suspicious j nor do I see why it might not be tacked to the end of an undoubtedly original letter : there is nothing else here but what seems genuine.
Erastus and Coriscus were followers of Plato, arid born at Scepsis,3 a city of Troas, seated on mount Ida, not far from the sources of the Scamander and of the ^Esepus : they seem to have attained a principal autho-
1  Bentley in rhileleuthoro Lipsiensi.
2  "Vid. do Republ. L. 6. p. 506.    T&icyovos re rov AyaOov, /ecu o/uoioraros GKewta ... 6 TO/COS.    By which ho means the idea of Himself, which the Sovereign Good has bestowed on us, and which is the cause of knowledge and of truth.    The Supreme Good itself he calls *0 TLaryp., and compares him to the sun, 6 Ku/uos rov (pwros. Vid. et ibid. L. 7. p. 516.
3  Vid. Strabonem, L. 13. p,  602. and 607.    The Coriscus here mentioned had a son called Nolens, a follower of Aristotle and a particular friend of Theophrastus, who left his library (iii which was contained all that Aristotle had ever written, in the original manuscript) to him, when he died.    It continued in the possession of his family at Scepsis, about one hundred and fifty years, when Apellicon of Teos purchased and transferred it to Athens,  whence,  soon after,  Sylla carried it to Borne,    (Strabo,  L.  13. p.  602.  and 607; Plutarch in Sylla, and Diog. Laort. in Theophrasto.)